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This document provides supplementary data to the following paper: 

Spennemann, Dirk H.R. (2019)[2020]. Matthäus Merian’s crocodile in Japan.  
A biblio-forensic examination of the origins and longevity of an illustration of a 
Crocodylus niloticus in Jan Jonston’s Historiae naturalis de quadrupetibus. Script 
& Print 43(4), 201–239. 

The aim of this document is to provide a pictorial documentation of all images and image 
variants discussed or referred to in the main paper, in order to permit the reader a ready 
comparison. 
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Matthäus Merian 

 
Figure S1. Crocodile in the first edition (Jonston, 1652, plate 79) (Washington copy).1 

 
Figure S2. Crocodile in the first edition (Jonston, 1652, plate 79) (Madrid copy).2 
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Figure S3. Crocodile in the first Dutch-printed edition (Jonston, 1657, plate 79).3 

 
Figure S4. Crocodile in the first Dutch language edition (Jonston, 1660, plate 79). 
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Figure S5. Crocodile in the first English edition reputedly printed in London (Johnston, 1678b, plate 79). 

 
Figure S6. Crocodile in the second English edition printed in Amsterdam (Johnston, 1678a, plate 79). 
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Figure S7. Crocodile by (Jonston, 1718, plate 79).4 

 
Figure S8. Crocodile by Mattias Merian (Jonston, 1755, plate 79). (Oldenburg copy).5 
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Figure S9. The crocodile in context of the full plate in the Frankfurt first edition (Jonston, 1652, plate 79). 
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Figure S10. The beginning of the text section on the crocodile in the Frankfurt first edition (Jonston, 1652, p. 200). 
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Figure S11. Re-use of Merian's crocodile in a Dutch publication (Sepibus & Kircher, 1678, p. 25). 
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Kitayama Kangan 

 
Figure S12. A crocodile by Kitayama Kangan (北山寒巌)as published by Morishima Chūryō (1787, pp. 6-7). 

(Paris copy shown).6 

 
Figure S13. A crocodile by Kitayama Kangan (北山寒巌)as published by Morishima Chūryō (1796, pp. 6–7). 

 



Matthäus Merian’s crocodile in the Historiae naturalis de quadrupetibus 

— 10 — 

 
Figure S14. A pair of lions by Kitayama Kangan (北山寒巌)as published by  

Morishima Chūryō (1787, pp. 12–13). (Paris copy shown).7 

 
Figure S15. A pair of lions in the first Dutch-printed edition (Jonston, 1657, plate 51).8 
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Hans Rudolf Manuel Deutsch  

 
Figure S16. Crocodile, woodcut by Hans Rudolf Manuel Deutsch (Münster, 1564, p. 1404). 

Unknown artist 

 
Figure S17. The crocodile as depicted in Ambroise Paré’s ‘animaux et d'excellence de l'homme’ (Paré, 1579, p. 76). 
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Figure S18. The crocodile as depicted in Ambroise Paré’s ‘animaux et d'excellence de l'homme’ (Paré, 1589, p. 81). 

 
Figure S19. The crocodile as depicted in Ambroise Paré’s ‘animaux et d'excellence de l'homme’ (Paré, 1614, p. 18). 

 
Figure S20. The crocodile as depicted in Ambroise Paré’s ‘animaux et d'excellence de l'homme’ (Paré, 1641, p. 55). 
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Figure S21. A crocodile hunt as depicted in Ambroise Paré’s ‘des monstres et prodiges’ (Paré, 1589, p. 1056). 

 
Figure S22. The crocodile as depicted in Ambroise Paré’s ‘des monstres et prodiges’ Detail of Figure S21. 
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Figure S23. A crocodile hunt as depicted in Ambroise Paré’s ‘des monstres et prodiges’ (Paré, 1641, p. 681). 

 
Figure S24. The crocodile as depicted in Ambroise Paré’s ‘des monstres et prodiges.’ Detail of Figure S23. 
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Figure S25. A crocodile hunt as depicted in Ambroise Paré’s ‘des monstres et prodiges’ (Paré, 1614, p. 1056). 
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Adriaen Collaert  

 
Figure S26. Crocodile with other reptiles on the bank of a river, engraving by Adriaen Collaert (c. 1610, pl. 25). 
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Figure S27. Crocodile, new left-right obverse engraving based on Adriaen Collaert  

re-published by Justus Sadeler, Venice (Southebys, 2017). 

 
Figure S28. Crocodile, engraving by Collaert (1634, pl. 18). 
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Figure S29. Allegorical representation of Africa, early state for the series 'Four Continents' by Adriaen Collaert (ca 

1610).9 
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Figure S30. Allegorical representation of Africa, from the series 'Four Continents' by Adriaen Collaert (ca 1610).10 
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Julius Goltzius 
 

 
Figure S31. Allegorical representation of Africa, from the series 'Four Continents' by Julius Goltzius (ca 1590).11 
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Peter Paul Rubens 

 
Figure S32. Peter Paul Rubens’ “The hippopotamus and crocodile hunt” (1615–1616).  

Original in the Alte Pinakothek, München.12 

 
Figure S33. Peter Paul Rubens’ “The hippopotamus and crocodile hunt “ a represented in an etching by Pieter 

Claesz Soutman. Bassed on an ink-wash sketch by Anthony van Dyck.13 
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Figure S34. Section of Peter Paul Rubens’ “The hippopotamus and crocodile hunt “ a represented in an etching by 

Pieter Claesz Soutman (Detail of Figure S33). 

 
Figure S35. Peter Paul Rubens’ Crocodile, as extracted from the painting (Blumenbach, 1798, nº 26). 
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Figure S36. The curiosity cabinet of Ferrante Imperato in Naples (Imperato, 1599, frontispiece). 

 
Figure S37. The crocodile suspended from the ceiling of the curiosity cabinet of Ferrante Imperato. 

Detail of Figure S36. 
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Figure S38. The curiosity cabinet of Ferrante Imperato in Naples as shown in the Venice reprint (Imperato, 1672, 

frontispiece) 

 
Figure S39. The crocodile suspended from the ceiling of the curiosity cabinet of Ferrante Imperato. 

Detail of Figure S38. 
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Figure S40. Detail of the crocodile used on the title page of Ferrante Imperato’s historia naturale (Imperato, 1599). 
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Gessner 

 
Figure S41. Illustration of a crocodile in Gessner’s icones animalium quadrupedum viviparorum et 

oviparorum (1553, p. 54). 

 
Figure S42. Illustration of a crocodile in Historiæ animalium (Gessner, 1554, p. 8). 

 
Figure S43. Illustration of a crocodile in Historiæ animalium (Gessner, 1586, p. 356).  
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Figure S44. Illustration of a crocodile in Historiæ animalium (Gessner, 1560, p. 54). 
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Figure S45. The crocodile as engraved by Cecil Thomas for the first English edition of Ambroise Paré’s ‘animaux et 

d'excellence de l'homme’ (Paré, 1634, p. 77). 

 
Figure S46. The crocodile as depicted in the second English edition of Ambroise Paré’s ‘animaux et d'excellence de 

l'homme’ (Paré, 1649, p. 58). Note the damage to the printing plate (light spots). 
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Figure S47. Illustration of a crocodile in Topsell’s history of four-footed beasts and serpents (Topsell, 1658, p. 682). 

Note the additional damage to the printing plate. 
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Figure S48. Illustration of the hippopotamus and crocodile interaction in Historiæ animalium   

(Gessner, 1560, p. 354). 

 
Figure S49. Illustration of the hippopotamus and crocodile interaction in Historiæ animalium  

(Gessner, 1604, p. 417). 

 
Figure S50. Illustration of the hippopotamus and crocodile interaction in Topsell’s history of four-footed 

beasts and serpents (Topsell, 1658, p. 682). 
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Cesare Ripa 

 
Figure S51. Allegorical figure Lussuria by Cesare Ripa (1613, Pt. II, p. 15). 
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Figure S52. Allegorical figure Lussuria by Cesare Ripa (1618, p. 315). 
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Figure S53. Allegorical figure Lussuria by Cesare Ripa (1645, p. 381). 
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Figure S54. Allegorical figure Lussuria by Carlo Mariotti (Ripa, 1766, p. 58). 
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Figure S55. Allegorical figure Lussuria engraved by Isaac Fuller  (Ripa, 1709, opp p. 50). 

 
Figure S56. A nile crocodile in Valeriano’s Hieroglyphica (Valeriano, 1575, p. 128 r). 
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Superompositions  

 
Figure S57. Superimposition of Merian’s crocodile over the specimen engraved by Cecil Thomas  

(which is identical with those used by Gessner). 

 
Figure S58. Superimposition of Merian’s crocodile over the painting reputedly showing the Amami-Ōshima specimen. 
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Figure S59. Superimposition of Kitayama Kangan crocodile over the painting reputedly showing the Amami-Ōshima 

specimen. 

 
Figure S60. Superimposition of Kitayama Kangan crocodile over Merian’s etching. 
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Other  

 
Figure S61. ‘A Surinam caiman fighting a South American false coral snake’  as drawn by Dorothea Maria 

Graff.14 

 
Figure S62. The American Alligator as depicted by Cuvier (1835, opp. p.197). 
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