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ACTIVE CITIZENS AND LOYAL PATRIOTS: 
THE ROLE OF TWO LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 

ON THE AUSTRALIAN HOMEFRONT, 1939-1945 

lANWIllIS 

The proposltlon that this paper examines arises from my doctoral thesis 
examining female voluntarism in Camden during the Second World War.' I will 
maintain that the Camden Ne111i and Camdm Adwtiser reflected, and maintained, 
Camden's dominant culture of Deakinite liberalism, rural conservatism, country-
mindedness and parochialism. An extension of this culture revolved around 
active citizenship and patriotism, and this paper will examine one interpretation 
of this by Camden's twO newspaper publishers. Conversely, the publishers of the 
Camden News and the Camden Adwtiser also ignored some minority cultures, and 
thereby practised a form of social exclusion. 

Active citizenship involved 'rights (and duties)' which defined an individual's 
membership of a community and hence the 'collective benefits' that flowed to 
the individual.' Within the British community, the benefits that accrued to 
citizenship involved an expression of loyalty to the British nation of people 
within the Empire. T R. Bavin maintained that 

membership of the Empire means more than pride in its achievements 
and prestige, more thall a complacent acceptance of its rights and 
privileges. It means also obligations which have to be shouldered. These 
obligations not only make heavy demands on intelligence and patriotism, 
but call also on each citizen of the Empire to make a positive 
contribution to its development, and unless that contribution is made we 
are not realising citizenship to its fullest extent.' 
Camden's British community, which made up the majority of the local 

population, would certainly have agreed with Bavin on these points.' By the 
outbreak of war, Camden was a small community of 2500 people, sixty-five 
kilometres southwest of Sydney on the Hume Highway. Camden township was 

1. l.e. Wtl!is War and the Women's Voluntary Services: A Case Study ofVoluntarism 
in Camden, 1939-1945' Work in progress, University of Wollongong, History Program. 
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the principal service centre, and transport node, for the district. The region was 
around 1200 square kilometres with 5000 people, and was made up of a number 
of smaller, poorer villages and hamlets. The local population was sixty-eight per 
cent Protestant and twenty-five per cent Roman Catholic. The district relied 
heavily on farmiog, particularly dairying, and coalmining and supported two 
weekly newspapers. The Camim News was published by George Victor Sidman 
(1879-1953) and the CAmden Adrertiser by Arthur Gordon Gibson. Both Sidman 
and Gibson qualified as local identities. Sidman was a typical example of Dea!cin's 
independent Australian Briton.' He was a liberal-conservative, a serious, obstinate 
man with firm Methodist beliefs on moral issues, whereas Gibson was a 
moderate, and a liberal humanitarian in the British Protestant tradition. Sidman 
was from Camden's upper-middle class and, as a high-status individual, had quite 
a deal of influence in the town. Conversely, Arthur Gibson was from the town's 
lower-middle class. He was not a local and, consequently, never became part of 
the town's ruling elite. Sidman was born in England and emigrated to New South 
Wales in 1888 with his father, a joumalist, who came out to run a Sydney 
newspaper. His father, William Sidman, bought the CAmden Tunes and renamed it 
the CAmden News in 1895. George Sidman worked with his father and took 
control of the News in 1914. Gibson initially worked for George Sidman at the 
News as a compositor, and eventually established the Adrertiser in opposition to 
the News in 1935. The CAmden News was well run, and provided George Sidman 
and his family with a comfortable lifestyle, whereas Arthur Gibson struggled to 
make a living from the Adrertiser. 

The CAmden News and the Camim Adrertiser were tabloids and published every 
Thursday. The News cost 2d, while the Adrertiser was free. The News was 
published and printed in Camden by George Sidman, whereas the Adrertiser was 
published in Camden but printed by Cumberland Newspapers at Parramatta. The 
News published detailed and extensive reporting of all major local organisations 
and events, whereas the Adrertiser principally reported short stories of topical 
interest, gossip, local events, stock sales and summaries of sporting results. 
Photographs were not very conunon in the News, and it very unusual for the 
Adrertiser to ever publish photographs. 

The Sidman family used the Comden News to support the jingoism of British 
military imperialism, especially during the Boer and the First World War. On the 
other hand, the Adrertiserwas a product of the 1930s, and had no such tradition. 

George Sidman had a broader view of the world than Arth.ur Gibson, and 
during the Second World War published an editorial on the front page of the 
News every week on national and international events. Sidman supplemented this 
practice with articles on the state of the war, and photographs of British and 

5. K.5. Inglis Sacrad Places: War Ml7WYials in the Australian Landscape (Carlton South: 
Miegenyah Press/MUP, 1998) p.47. 



A ctiz.e Otizens and Loyal Patriot 83 

Australian troops, bomb damage in England and Red Cross workers, and letters 
from England and other material. On the other hand, the Adwtiser published 
letters from local servicemen overseas, while Gibson refrained from editorialising 
national and international events. 

As the war developed, along with the community'S interest and participation 
in home-front activities, so the coverage of these events increased in the twO 

newspapers. Local patriotic activities received considerable publicity and bothá 
proprietors encouraged the local community to participate in them. Within all 
this home-front publicity there was a strong theme of active wartime citizenship, 
which was expressed as patriotism. 

As far as George Sidman was concerned, Camden residents were members of 
the British race and for him, like Bavin, imperial citizenship assumed certain 
obligations on the British community. Sidman maintained that the 'privileges and 
duties of citizenship' had to be exercised, otherwise 'our country, our empire and 
the peace of the world' would not be in safe hands.' That is, patriotism was 
expressed as loyalty to the nation of British people within the Empire. An 
example of these views appeared on the front page of the Ctmien Nws in 1940, 
after the Dunkirk defeat and Churchill's 'We shall fight on the beaches ... We 
shall never surrender' speech on 4 June.' Sidman published an article under the 
headline, 'Unity Within the Empire', which discussed the British Emergency 
Powers Act and reported from the Laruion T1!77ES that the 'ancient liberties [of the 
British] have been placed in pawn for victoty'. Sidman combined it with an 
editorial, 'Allies Time of Trial', and berated Camden Council for its 
procrastination by not organising a farewell to Camden volunteers. He exclaimed: 

could not Camden do something more than is being done? ... Citizens 
of Camden are anxious to be of service, if a leader can be found there 
may be an effort to at least bid farewell to the honoured young men who 
are leaving our shores to defend our country and our homes.' 

In a following issue of the Nws, Sidman maintained in an editorial that: 
Now Britain alone stands in defence of the priceless things which history 
has given the world, and the only effort that now counts for anything is 
one that will make the Empire strong enough to discharge her destined 
role of liberator. And that means Australia along with all the other 
members of this far-flung Commonwealth of nations.' 

6. GV. Sidman's speech in reply to his nomination for life membership of New 
South Wales Country Press Association, 1947 Annual Conference, 21 October 1947, 
Sydney, in the Association's Annual Rep:nt (Sydney: New Scuth Wales Country Press 
Association, 1947) pAD. 
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The editorial was directed at Camden's British community and their apparent lack 
of patriotism. Sidman was incensed that the Camden community could not 
organise an appropriate send-off for the Camden volunteers who were going off 
to defend the interests of the British nation. 

TIlls outburst by Sidman prompted the Camden Returned Soldiers' Fraternity 
to request the Mayor, Stan Kelloway, to call a public meeting. On the front page 
of the G:rmden News Sidman published a resolution that was passed at a 'citizens' 
meeting'. It stated: 

That this Public Meeting of the Citizens of Camden pledges itself to 
assist the Government of our Countty in every effort to secure a 
successful termination of the crisis facing the Empire, and unanimously 
and urgently requests that immediate steps be taken to form a National 
Government, including all parties, with no other object in view 
furthering this end.1O 

The meeting, which was made up of Camden's British elite, decided to establish 
the Camden District Soldiers' and Citizens' Association. Its patrons were Major-
General lW. Macarthur-Onslow, a First World War veteran, and the Mayor. The 
meeting decided to make presentations to twenty local volunteers who were 
leaving with the 7th Division of the 2nd AlF.1I The community enthusiasm was 
overwhelming, and the farewell at the Agricultural Hall was attended by over 
eight hundred people, and supper was served by the women of the Women's 
Voluntary Services, Red Cross and Countty Women's Association. 

Sidman subsequently reported the details of the farewell, including a full text 
of all speeches, in the News. Mr W.S. Guikshank, the President of the Camden 
District Soldiers' and Citizens' Association, a farmer and Methodist lay 
preacher,12 stated that: 

We will welcome them [back 1 not only as soldiers, but as liberators, 
liberators from the scourge of Nazism which had overtaken the world 
... These men are going to fight for freedom, that freedom which we 
citizens of the British Empire have enjoyed for so long. 

The Mayor said that he knew 
they would do well, as inspired by the traditions of the First AlF 
reinforced by the knowledge that the people of the Empire ... spoke 
with one voice and through one mouthpiece, that of Mr Wmston 
Churchill, in whom we here have the greatest confidence. 

Dr RM. Crookston, a local doctor, stated that: 

10. 1940. 
11. News 20 June 1940. 
12. William Spurgeon Cruikshank was to become Mayor of Camden from 1953 to 

1960. See C1?aracrers edited by J.D. Wrigley (Camden: Camden Historical Society, 
1990) p.l0. 
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These men have offered their lives in the service of their counuy, and of 
humanity in a fight for the preservation of all that is worth while [sic] in 
life _ for freedom, for the simple rights of men and women; and for 
everything that means decency and honour among men ... This in not 
only the greatest, but the justest war in all history. It is more than a war. 
It is a crusade.13 
These speeches reflected the dominant position of British imperial interests 

within the value system of the local population. The Camden elite gave the local 
volunteers a hero's send-off, which incorporated Hobson's view of imperialism 
with its 'moral grandeur', 'hero·worship', 'sensational glory' and 'adventure'." 
The volunteers were going off to protect the nationalistic interests of Camden's 
British population, all of which Sidman reflected in his editorialisation of the war 
and the Nazi threat. 

Between 1940 and 1944 one example of how both newspapers used local 
patriotism was their publication of lists of Camden servicemen on active duty. 
These lists were used as the basis of the hamper mailing list for the Camden 
Women's Voluntary Services This practice by Sidman and Gibson 
personalised the war for a number of Camden farnilies, and was an effective use 
of parochialism to encourage support for the patriotic effort of the WVS. For 
instance, in May 1941 the Carrritn Adrerti!er published a list of 183 names and the 
Nws published the mailing list for 1943 Christmas WVS hampers with 312 
names." Copies of the newspapers were sent to the men with the hampers, 
which made the newspapers an overseas extension of the Camden social 
networks. The servicemen sent many 'thank you' letters, some of which were 
published in the newspapers. From 1941 both newspapers published reports of 
Camden servicemen who were either wounded or killed in action, sometimes 
including photographs. All these lists were published without reference to rank or 
social status. This democratic and egalitarian treatment was unusual, when 
compared to other wartime lists that were published by these newspapers, 
particularly those of appeal donors. This publicity contributed to the Camden 
interpretation of the male-dominated ANZAC mythology, and supported the 
patriotic home-front role of Camden women that Sidman and Gibson supported 
so strongly during the war. 

Both Sidman and Gibson had traditional views of gender roles based on the 
Victorian concept of separate spheres and these views intruded into their 
interpretation of citizenship and patriotism. The woman's sphere was the home 

13. G:tmimNews 27 June 1940. 
14. J AHobson bnp>'ialim, A 3rd ed. (London: Unwin Hyman, 1988) p.222. 
15. G:tmimAkrtiser 22 May 1941; Gmden News 16 December 1943. 
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and family, and their behaviour was subject to 'angelic expectations'." Local 
women were encouraged by Sidman and Gibson to show off their domestic skills 
by sewing, cooking, knining and a host of other activities for the war effort at 
fetes, sewing bees, street stalls and suppers at the citizen farewells. The extensive 
publicity Sidman and Gibson gave to Camden's wartime humanitarian 
organisations, like the Red Cross and WVS, encouraged local women to adopt 
this role. In this instance, the women were duplicating the work they did in the 
home, a form of patriotic housekeeping. One example was an article in the 
C:onden News in January 1941, the aim of which was to increase fundraising and 
recruit more workers for the Camden Red Cross weekly sewing meeting. In part 
it stated 

The Australian Red Cross Society assists all sick and wounded Australian 
soldiers, sailors and airmen wherever they are on service. Over £1 00,000 
worth of hospital equipment and comforts of all sorts have been sent to 
Great Britain and the Middle East so as to be really for all emergencies 
... So much money for the Red Cross to fInd, so little really to save the 
lives and maintain the. health of our Australian manhood - Will you 
help? 
The news to-day tells us of 130 killed and 330 wounded among our own 
men in the capture of Bardia, and that news, following such an appeal as 
the above demands the immediate attention of all. All will realise that on 
the Red Cross chiefly rests the responsibility of caring, for these 
wounded men, and that no effort must be spared to ensure that there is 
no lack of support for their work... There is work for all who will help 
at the Town Hall evety Tuesday afternoon." 
As if to set an example, Sidman and Gibson and their farnilies joined 

Camden's wartime humanitarian organisations. Sidman and his wife, and 
members of his extended family," along with Artbur Gibson and his wife, Elsie, 
were all members of the Camden Red Cross Society. Significantly, Artbur Gibson 
and his wife were members of the Camden WVS, while Sidman was not. Gibson 
was also Secretary and Treasurer of the Men's Auxiliary of the WVS." In this 
instance, their motivation was drawn from their evangelical Protestantism, with 

16. Jane West Daugpters of Free:Ian: A History of W""", in the Australian CJ,wrh 
(Sutherland, NSW: Albatross Books, 1997) p.26. 

17. Camden News 9 January 1941. 
18. His brother Charles, his wife and daughters, and his sisters, Mahel and J essie 
19. Gibson took these positions in 1941. See I.e. willis War and Community: The 

Red Cross in Camden, 1939-1945' (MA(Hons), University of Wollongong, 1996); Camden 
News 28 August 1941. 
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its long tradition of involvement in reform and voluntarism2o Sidman and 
Gibson had a genuine desire to fulfil their civic and patriotic obligations, but they 
would also have felt the social pressure associated with being a local identity, and 
a desire to be seen to do the right thing in the community. In other words, they 
complied with the same standards of social conformity, within the community's 
dominant culture, that they advocated within their newspapers. 

Gibson was particularly keen to combine active wartime citizenship and local 
patriotism. He did this as a means of gathering support for his struggling 
newspaper, especially through support for the Women's Voluntary Services. In 
late 1940 he gave vociferous support to the WVS over a conflict with the Lord 
Mayor's Patriotic and War Fund,21 which wanted to centralise all fundraising for 
soldier comforts in New South Wales. He ran a story in the Adumiser with the 
headline 'Lord Mayor's Fund Grab, How We View the Situation'. Gibson 
asserted that the decision of the Fund, 'to amalgamate all patriotic efforts will 
cause a storm of protest from Camden'. He maintained 'that the Camden Centre 
of the Women's Volwltary Services [was] better organised ... than the larger 
centralised patriotic bodies in Sydney'. In his view, his 

vote goes to the local organisation when the question of comforts for 
our own district boys is being debated... The Camden Advertiser has a 
solutim to the proMen: We uJl o/for to eitter extend our War· Tirrr Plan or hand 
OW' this newspaper (fire of tmy gxrluiJ1 wlue) to a cmmitta? els:ted by the =rious 
local patriotic groups tlrrowJx;ut Camden and district, an cxnditim that all profits 
firm the business are us«! for our local district 00ys and that a spa:i41 fond is set 
aside for distributicn 00 their retum firm actire service. The patriotic propIe uould 
then be uurkingfor the Camden Advertiser and no centralised lxdy uould hctu! the 
rip};t to denand the profits of this newspaper. (Emphasis added by the 
newspaper.)22 

Gibsonused the traditional animosity associated with the country/city divide to 
aid the patriotic cause of the local WVS. Local patriotism, a form of parochialism 
and localness, directly linked these issues to an individual's notion of place and 
their attachment to it through emotional ties. In this example Gibson knew that 
Camden residents would support 'their boys'. He successfully equated patriotism 
with regionalism, a factor that Gibson acknowledged and used to his advantage 
during the war. 

Another example illustrates Gibson's use of local patriotism and how he 
linked it to imperial patriotism and citizenship. By June 1941 the Camden WVS 

20. I.e. Willis 'Origins of Camden voluntarism, 1940-1945'. Paper in preparation 
October 1999. 

21. The New South Wales division of the Australian eomfOItS Fund. 
22. CAm:kn Adte>tiser 7 November 1940. 
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was finding the cost of the parcels a problem with its limited fundraising. Gibson 
maintained that: 

the most important people in the world to-day are the local district men 
of the fighting services. 
They are our own district representatives - our own flesh and blood - in 
the greatest war in all histOlY. They are doing a big job, and doing it 
grandly, for you and for me! 
I admit that it is most necessary for us to continually support the general 
patriotic movements - but, please, let us place our own boys first! It is to 
them - as individuals - that we must prove ourselves by the part we 
played at home while they risked death for us in other lands. They are 
fully entitled to judge us on this point alone.23 
Gibson suggested that for every £! that an individual subscribed to a patriotic 

fund, '... give 12/- for the benefit of local boys and 8/- for general purposes. '2. 

Gibson successfully linked parochialism, local patriotism, and the international 
situation. He personalised the war effort for Camden families by an effective use 
of Camden's kinship and personal contact networks. TIlls technique used the 
district's social networks, the most powerful social control mechanism in 
Camden, to encourage support for the WVS. Gibson implied that those on the 
home-front had a patriotic dury and responsibility to 'their boys' in the front line. 
These men were undertaking their duty, and sacrificing their lives, for their 
relatives and friends in Camden, and the least they could do was to donate funds 
to the WVS comforts appeal. 

The publicity that Sidman and Gibson gave to home-front patriotic activities 
was sometimes of a general nature for an organisation, but at other times was 
quite specific. TIlls usually involved publishingá names and addresses of 
volunteers who supported various events in Camden. "Ibis practice was copied 
from the Boer and the First World War, and was used'by Camden's upper classes 
to support their status within Camden's social hierarchy. "Ibis practice had 
sectarian overtones, as virtually all members of these social groups were 
Protestant. In contrast, women of more modest means simply volunteered their 
time, and received no personal acknowledgment for their effort. For instance, 
between eighty and one hundred women volunteered to manufacture soldier 
comforts at the regular Tuesday sewing meeting of the Camden Red Cross 
Society, and received no personal acknowledgment in the press. 

Personal publicity, as used by Sidman and Gibson, was a fonn of social 
coercion, or social control. It could be used to intimidate some individuals and 
maintain existing social divisions through Camden' s social networks. During 
wartime, publicity of this type was particularly effective, and clearly identified 

23. CarrrimAdtmiser7 August 1941. 

24. CarrrimAdtmiser7 August 1941. 
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individuals and their level of patriotic support for the war effort. Under this 
regime patriotism was identified with financial status and geographic location, 
hence fiscal and geographic patriotism. The News was the most active at giving a 
high level of personal publicity to wartime appeals. It was not unusual for George 
Sidman to publish the names and financial contribution of all donors to an appeal. 
The practices persuaded those who wished to maintain their social statuS, and those 
who conducted businesses in Camden, to give an appropriate patriotic donation to 
the appeal. Fiscal patriotism allowed the wealthiest individuals in the community to 
support their statuS and prestige, and hence support their social power. This type of 
publicity, when combined with the social authority of those individuals who 
controlled Camden's social netWorks, was a powerful form of social control. 

One example which combined the use of personal publicity, imperial 
patriotism and social networks, was an appeal for the British WVS Mobile 
Canteen Fund Appeal in 1941. In this appeal, Mrs Zoe Crookston, the president 
of the Camden WVS, wrote a letter to the Council, which was published on the 
front page of the Carnden News. It spoke in terms of 'patriotic purposes' and 
requested the Council to 

assist us [the WVSj to render some help to our kinsmen overseas, who 
are so courageously standing up to the terrible havoc wrought to life and 
limb ... many of whom are homeless and destitute.25 

George Sidman had laid the foundation for the appeal earlier in 1941 by using 
the emotional attachment to place amongst Camden's British community. He 
published a steady stream of letters from 'home', with stories of the damage 
being done to British cities during the Blitz. For instance, in January 1941, the 
News published an article and letter from England, provided by Mr and Mrs J. 
Scholes of Carnden. Sidman maintained that the Scholes' letter 

thrill[ ed] the readers concerning the heroism and magnificent spirit of 
the British people in their honoured struggle in freeing the world from 
Nazi tyranny and domination. 

Sidman reported that Mrs Scholes had received a photograph taken near her old 
home, in Ashton-under-Lyon, which showed her old neighbours' bombed garden. 
The News also reprinted an article from the Ashtonáwnder-L yrn ReJXfff£Y which detailed 
the exploits of Mrs Scholes' brother-inálaw, Mr Emest Livesey. It detailed his 
service in the Home Guard, how he met the King and Queen in Ashton in 1938, 
and gave his service record from the First World War. Accompanying the article 
was a photograph from the Department of Information titled 'Business As Usual'. 
It showed a bombed street scene in a London suburb with a number of people 
shopping amongst burnt out buildings. The caption read 

Some German bombs, naturally cause damage, but, being German, it is 
also natural to suppose that it is usually to non-military objectives. This is a 

25. CurrlmNews 12 June 1941. 
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London street after a German 'success' and the shoppers and citizens to 
do not appear to be very worried as they continue their business." 
Examples such as these showed the stoicism of the British people, their 

stubborn determination to 'soldier on' in adversity and the true spirit of the 
'British bulldog'. Camden's British community was reassured that their relatives 
and friends in Britain, although suffering from the bombing, were coping with 
these problems. The publicity heightened the emotional awareness of the 
Carnden's British community to issues surrounding imperial patriotism and their 
role of citizens within the Empire. 

The Camden WVS launched the mobile canteen appeal on the front page of 
the Camden News in June 1941, witb photographs from tbe British WVS of a 
canteen unit. The News reponed that members of the Camden WVS wanted 'the 
opponunity of relieving the distress of civilians in England, who [were] in the 
front line of our banle'. The repon went on to say that the British WVS was 
'doing marvellous work' supplying crews in tbe London area.27 Carnden's British 
community enthusiastically supponed the appeal. The WVS raised over £500 in 
three weeks, and Carnden was one of the few areas in New Soutb Wales to fully 
subscribe tbe appeal." 

Making a financial donation to tbe mobile canteen appeal was an act of civic 
responsibility and fiscal patriotism, which was publicly acknowledged in the 
Camden News. Financial contributions ranged from 6d to over £25 and came from 
765 individual donors whose names, and the amount donated, were printed in the 
newspaper. There was clear evidence that social status affected the amount of the 
donation. For instance, £1/11/- seemed an appropriate amount for a middle 
class family to make in the name of the male breadwinner, while the wife could 
make a smaller donation in her own name. For those of substantial means, or 
those who aspired to their social status, £5 was a more appropriate donation, 
such as was given by the likes of Miss Sibella Macarthur Onslow of Gibulla, Dr. 
and Mrs Crookston or Mr. RA.C. Adarns, a local solicitor." In this appeal fiscal 
patriotism was used as a measure of an individual's suppon for the war effon. 

One example tbat illustrated the role of geographic patriotism, and its links to 
local parochialism and location, was the Camden Adwtiser's War-Time Appeal. 
This appeal was initially established as a means of propping up the struggling 
Adwtiser, but eventually turned into a trust fund for returning Camden 
servicemen. Gibson listed the donations to the Plan up the end of October 1940 
by donor name, amount of the contribution and location. For instance, in one 

26. CamdenNews 16 January 1941. 
27. Camden News 19 June 1941. 
28. Camden WVS.1942 AnnualRep:m. CamdenNeru; 16 July 1942. 

29. Camden News 24 July 1941, 3 July 1941. 
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week in August 1940, the Adrertiser published details of the donors, which in part 
read: 

Camden: Nurse Taplin, Miss A Lysaght, Mrs Shapcott (1/-), Messrs RD 
Holdsworth, G Rapley (2/-), Cecil Price,JE Howe (1/-). 
Bringelly: Mr M Eirth (2/-) ... 
Elderslie: Mr M Clissold (3/-). 
Picton: Mr AL McKmnon (7/6). 
Spring Creek:: Mr and Mrs a: Mulholland (11- each, monthly). 
Werombi: Mr BF Young (1/-). 
Cobbiny: Mr WM Harrison (3/-). 
Agnes Bank (Richmond): Mr RE Smart (6/-). lO 

This type of highly personalised reporting encouraged individuals to conform 
to the patriotism of the dominant culture. Gibson attempted to use regionalism 
as a tool within local patriotism, but was not completely successful, as the appeal 
was only moderately supported by the community. 

A more successful appeal, which linked local patriotism and location, was the 
Red Cross prisoners of war appeal. It was the most important and longest-
running fundraising campaign of the Camden Red Cross branch.l1 The appeal 
opened in May 1941, anerthe disastrous Greek campaign, closed in August 1945, 
and its purpose was to supply food parcels, clothing and educational material to 
prisoners of war. The fund commenced in Camden with two Prisoner of War 
Days in 1942 and then changed to the Prisoner of War Adoption Appeal in 
August 1942. The Adoption Appeal appointed collectors for different streets and 
areas, who gathered donations on a weekly basis, and George Sidman published 
the amount collected for each area on a weekly basis in the Camdm News. This 
form of geographic patriotism effectively made parts of the town compete with 
each other over their level of weekly contribution. Publication of these financial 
details was also an indicator of which area of the town was most patriotic -
therefore, who gained the highest kudos. The Camden Red Cross branch 
published weekly updates on contributions by location, but rarely went so far as 
to list the names of contributors and their donations. For instance, a typical 
weekly report in the C:tmden News for lune 1943 read as follows: 

Prisoner of War Appeal 
Elizabeth Street 
Argyle Street 
Elderslie 
Menangle Road 
Mitchell, OxIey, Exeter Sts 

30. Gm>inAdwtiser22 August 1940. 

£2/13/0 
£2/12/0 
£5/5/0 
£3/7/6 
£2/3/0 

31. I.e. Willis 'War and Community: The Red Cross in Camden, 1939-1945' 
(MA(Hons), University of Wall on gong, 1996). 
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North Broughton and Park Streets £2/7/0 
Hill Street £2/2/0 
Cobbitty District £4/18/0 
Theresa Park £4/0/0. J2 

TIlls form of geographic patriotism was the less intimidating type of publicity 
that appeared in the Camden press during the war, as it did not carry personal 
details. The Camden Red Cross branch used publicity in association with its 
social rank, and associated social authority, to enlist contributions from all of the 
community within the Camden area. 

Newspapers are a product of the dominant culture within which they are 
produced, and Camden's two newspapers were no exception. Hence during the 
Second World War both the G:mden News and the G:mden Adwtiser were a 
product of Camden's dominant culture, with its associated values and attitudes. 

The response by George Sidman and Anhur Gibson to the war was guided by 
their own sense of righteousness and belief that the war was a just cause. Within 
this context was one of the responsibilities that went with imperial citizenship. 
Hence they encouraged individuals to fulfIl their civic obligations and 
responsibilities by supporting patriotic activities. They carried out these practices 
within Camden's dominant culture, supporting Camden's existing social divisions 
and the region's identity. They used their newspapers to solicit support for the 

war effort from the local community through the various facets of 
pamotlsm. 

32. C:tmim News 3 June 1943. 
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